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Committee on Ocean Policy 

Several participants expressed concern that regional interests were not represented on the Committee on Ocean Policy.

They said that state and local officials, and other stakeholders outside of Washington, DC, would benefit from an open

line of communication with the Committee on Ocean Policy. Dr. Spinrad agreed that improving communications was

important, and emphasized that the Department of Commerce, as well as other federal agencies represented on the

Committee, was very interested in hearing from stakeholders at the state and local levels. He noted that many of the

ideas in the U.S. Ocean Action Plan had come from outside of Washington, and said that the subcommittees and working

groups identified in the Plan also provided opportunities for stakeholders to bring their concerns to the table.

Regional Governance

Although many participants were pleased that the U.S. Ocean Action Plan highlighted regional collaboration (e.g.,

Great Lakes and Gulf of Mexico), they said that federal funding cuts for key programs, such as nonpoint source controls,

would make it difficult to achieve regional goals. They also said there was significant confusion over roles and responsi-

bilities, and emphasized that it was not clear how state and local priorities would be addressed at the federal level.

Another speaker urged the managers to work with their federal partners to identify a set of principles on regional

governance that assured flexibility and included key stakeholders, such as emergency managers.

Several speakers stated that there was a “disconnect” between NOAA’s strategic plan and the agency’s support for

regional activities. They said that NOAA’s strategic vision is very good, but expressed concern that funding for regional

observation systems, ecosystem management, and other regional ocean and coastal programs is not readily available.

They also questioned whether sustained funding for regional activities would be available in the future.

Ecosystem Approach to Management

Although the participants supported efforts to develop an ecosystem approach to management, they said it was

not clear how state and local programs fit into NOAA’s strategic vision and how their agencies would be involved.

The managers urged NOAA to help identify key “gaps” and information needs in defining ecosystems, and said that

NOS needs to work more closely with the National Marine Fisheries Service to assure that fishery concerns do not

dominate efforts in this area. They also urged NOAA to identify opportunities to apply ecosystem management concepts

at the local level in association with habitat restoration and other ongoing projects. 

Dr. Spinrad noted their concerns and said there was a greater willingness within NOAA to address these issues,

as demonstrated by the work of the Ecosystem Goal Team. He also discussed the role of other federal agencies,

and commented on the need to bring all interested parties to the table to address multi-species management issues.

Promoting Coastal Stewardship

Although many of the participants expressed concern over cuts in federal assistance, they recognized that the public

is often not aware of the important products and services that ocean and coastal programs provide. The managers

discussed how coastal indicators and performance measures could be used to support increased funding by demonstrating

the economic and resource benefits of their activities. They also said that a number of government agencies have coastal

and marine resource management responsibilities, which often creates confusion for the public. 



 N
A

TI
O

N
A

L 
O

C
EA

NIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADM
IN

IS
T

R
A

T
IO

N

U
.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMER

C
E

 

The managers agreed that officials at the state and federal levels must do a better job of educating the public about the

benefits of their programs. They discussed how to best get their message across, and recognized the need to tell the story

from the “bottom up” in order to show how their activities benefit local communities. 

In closing, Dr. Spinrad commented on the fact that ocean and coastal management concerns will continue to receive

increased attention as a result of the USCOP report. He urged managers to work together to send a unified message

to the public, and stressed the need for performance measures and other indicators to demonstrate the value of these

programs to policymakers and budget officials. 


